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COOPERATION

This is the last article on the topic of vision and this month I will focus on the idea of cooperation. Cooperation is a
word Southern Baptists love to use because it is what brings us together, cooperation for the sake of Christ. We as
churches cooperate together to do what we could not do alone. The primary way Southern Baptists cooperate with
one another is through the Cooperative Program, which is basically the general fund for the Southern Baptist
missions and ministries. Each church determines what it wishes to send and the money is pooled together to
support both international and national ministries. What I hope to see in the coming years at WBC is that we bring
this idea of cooperation to the local level; not in terms of money pooled, but by people coming together to do
together what we cannot do alone. Now, by cooperation I mean working together through outreach events, having
joint services such as Good Friday, and sharing resources to advance the gospel message here in the Central
Susquehanna Valley.

The idea of cooperation will help us as a local body of Christ to focus on kingdom-building rather than building our
own kingdom. Cooperation reminds us that Christ has other sheep and those sheep are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Through cooperation we will shine bright the light of Christ and accomplish more together than we could
have on our own. It will require us to have a healthy balance of meeting the needs of our own people and
developing the skills of our own people to serve. It is a matter of inward and outward focus. We need both in the
body of Christ, but far too often the outward focus gets second place or is lost all together. By having a focus on
cooperation, I hope we will begin to find a healthy balance.
—Pastor Corey
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